
MENORCA



Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean 
Sea belonging to Spain. Its roman name derives from its size, 
contrasting it with nearby Mallorca which is five times bigger than 
Menorca.  
Menorca has a population of 91,920 (2018) which only represents 8% 
of the total population of the Islands and its population density is 
132 hab/km2.  

It is 36 km from Mallorca, its closest neighbour and 195 km from 
the Iberian Peninsula. 



Until the 1970s, the Menorcan economy was distributed 
relatively evenly between agriculture (dairy products) 
and manufacturing (mostly jewellery and footwear). 
Since the 1980s, tourism began to play a major role on 
the island, as its economic model converged with those 
of the other Balearic Islands. Tourism now makes up 
almost 80% of Menorca’s economy.  
Despite its low economic weight, agricultural activity 
accounts for 40% of the island’s territory, and thus 
plays a key role in the preservation of its landscapes 
and biodiversity.



The island is known for its collection of megalithic 
stone monuments: NAVETES, TAULES and TALAIOTS, 
which indicate very early prehistoric human activity. 
Most of the archaelogical remains that have been 
excavated correspond to the so-called Talaiotic 
culture dated around 1000 BC. 
These standing stones scattered across the island 
provide an excellent insight into Menorcan prehistory.



UNESCO declared Menorca a Biosphere Reserve in 1993, taking into 

account the high level of compatibility between the development of 

economic activities, the consumption of resources, and the 

conservation of heritage and landscapes that it had preserved, and 

still does today at an exceptional level.  

Menorca has an extremely rich tradition of rural landscapes and It 

is home to a remarkable diversity of Mediterranean habitats, where 

there are plant and animal species exclusive to the Island.



Menorca’s electricity system consists essentially its 
power stations (primarily the Maó thermal power 
station, but also the wind farm and two photovoltaic 
power stations), the submarine power cable connecting 
the island to Mallorca, and the power transport and 
distribution network. 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION IN MENORCA



The Milà wind farm, which is currently the only one in the 
Balearic Islands, began operating on 2004. Its installed 
power is 3,20 MW and it consists of four 800 kW wind 
turbines. The expected average production is about 1,5% of 
Menorca’s annual electricity supply. 

The wind turbines need a minimum wind speed of 11,16 
km/h to function and their maximum power is reached at 
a wind speed of 36,30 km/h. At higher speeds a protection 
system prevents them from exceeding their maximum 
power rating. If wind speed reaches 90 km/h the 
protection mechanism stops the turbines. 



Menorca’s two photovoltaic power stations began 
operating in 2008 and are located in Salomó 
(Ciutadella) and Binisafúller (Sant Lluís).  

The Son Salomó power station was initially built with 
3,2 MWp, which was expanded to 4 MWp in 2009. It 
occupies 14,3 ha.  

The Binisafúller power station has an installed power 
of 1,1 MWp. It has 9.540 solar panels which occupy 
approximately 2,5 ha in total. 
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